
Report to: Cabinet, 13th September 2016

Report of: Councillor Jabba Riaz, Cabinet Member for Clean, Green and Leisure 
Services

Subject: SUPPORT FOR WORCESTER 10K

1. Recommendation

1.1 That Cabinet note the success of the first two years of the Worcester 10k 
event;

1.2 That Cabinet authorise officers to enter negotiations to secure a similar 
event for future years to be the subject of a further report to Cabinet; and

1.3 That Cabinet agree a budget of up to £50k to support the 2016 event.

2. Background

2.1 The Worcester 10k is a mass participation city centre 10k road race that also offers a 
40k duathlon and two junior races. The event showcases Worcester’s city centre and 
the Riverside Park, attracting competitors and spectators from the local area and 
further afield. It also promotes participation in healthy activity, and participation by 
women in particular through attracting female elite runners and celebrities.

2.2 The 10k route, which is run on closed roads throughout, begins with a mass start 
under the railway arch on Croft Road and travels through the City Centre, past the 
cathedral and south through the Riverside Park to Diglis. Competitors then cross the 
river and return north to the finish on Grandstand Road. The Run Bike Run 
participants head out from the 10k finish on a 25k loop to the north west of the city 
before returning to finish with a 5k run on Pitchcroft.

2.3 There are two junior races, a 1 mile race for under 11s and a 3k option for under 
16s, both of which use the main finish line and provide opportunities for children to 
experience the atmosphere and crowds of the adult event.

2.4 The event was first staged in 2014 by DS Media Ltd, an events company headed by 
former Olympian and broadcaster Steve Cram, which has a record of delivering 
similar events in the north east of England. The Council supports the event through a 
financial sponsorship agreement which has been funded through New Homes Bonus 
allocation. A sum of £50k p.a. was approved by Cabinet for each of the first two 
years of the event in 2014 and 2015.

2.5 The first running of the event attracted over 1900 competitors and received 
widespread publicity before and after the race, supported by the participation of 
legendary athlete Paula Radcliffe and the success of local runner and winner Jenny 
Nesbitt.



2.6 Building on this success participation grew to 2800 in 2015 and 3100 are expected to 
take part in this year’s events on 18th September, an increase of over 60% on 2014.

2.7 The event is attractive to elite and club runners due to the exceptionally flat course 
which produces fast times. In 2015 European champion Jo Pavey won the women’s 
race, with veteran world record holders Anthony Whiteman and Angela Copson also 
featuring. European gold medallist Jenny Meadows will be headlining this year’s 
event along with BBC Breakfast presenter Louise Minchin and BBC Hereford and 
Worcester’s Elliot Webb.

2.8 Fun runners and those raising money for charity are also attracted to the event, and 
a number of national and local charities benefit from money raised by individual 
competitors.

2.9 For 2016 there will be more female participants than male for the first time, 
reflecting the national trend for greater female participation in running and the 
positive promotion of the event.

2.10 Just over 55% of participants are from Worcester, with around 30% from regional 
postcodes and 15% from further afield. This demonstrates value as a community 
event, a serious sporting event, and a means to attract new visitors to the city.

2.11 The current arrangement with DS Media is due to end after the 2016 event. 
Preliminary discussions with the event organisers have indicated that there is a 
strong potential for this event to grow over future years, to become an annual 
feature on the national athletics calendar and attracting more participants and 
spectators to the City. As the event grows in terms of participant numbers and 
profile it is becoming more attractive to commercial sponsors. Both of these factors 
will reduce the requirement for public funding to ensure viability.

3. Preferred Option 

3.1 Cabinet are asked to support the continuation and growth of the Worcester 10k with 
the aim of establishing it as a sustainable event with a tapering of financial support 
from the Council. It is recognised that such an event requires financial support in the 
early years whilst the numbers of participants and external sponsorship grow to a 
level that it becomes financially viable without public funding.

3.2 Subject to support of Cabinet, officers will continue discussions with DS Media with 
the objective of ensuring the event becomes sustainable and continues to provide 
demonstrable benefits for the City. A tapering down of the level of financial 
contribution from the Council and an assessment of the impact of the event on 
visitor numbers and the local economy will be included in the Council’s requirements.

3.3 A further report to Cabinet will be made following conclusion of these discussions.

3.4 Cabinet are also asked to allocate funding for the 2016 event as indicated in previous 
reports to Cabinet. 

4. Alternative Options Considered

4.1 Given the popularity and success of the event in its first two years, it is not 
recommended that support is discontinued at this time. Any further financial 
commitments will be subject to further approval.



4.2 An agreement is in place for the 2016 event on 18th September and it is 
recommended that arrangements are confirmed to support this.

5. Implications

5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications
Funding for the 2016 event of up to £50k is available from the 2016/17 New Homes 
Bonus allocation for Corporate Plan priorities. Funding for future years has not been 
allocated and will therefore need to be subject to a further report for approval.

5.2 Legal and Governance Implications
Allocation of the funding source as outlined in 5.1 above is a decision for Cabinet.
Support for event is covered by an existing three year contract with DS Media of 
which 2016 is the final year.

5.3 Risk Implications
The Worcester 10k has been a well received and successful event. Discontinuing 
such a popular event at this stage would present a reputational risk to the Council. 
DS Media are an established event management company with a track record of 
successful similar events.

5.4 Corporate/Policy Implications
The Worcester 10k supports corporate objectives relating to promoting the city, 
attracting visitors and encouraging participation in healthy activities.

5.5 Equality Implications
The event is open to all and has particularly sought to attract female participation as 
outlined within this report.

5.6 Human Resources Implications
No implications arise from the content of this report.

5.7 Health and Safety Implications
The event is subject to oversight by the multi agency Safety Advisory Group (SAG) 
which ensures that the event management plans are robust.
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Contact Officer: David Sutton
Background Papers: Reports to Cabinet, March 2014, March 2015


